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FRATERNITY AND UNANIMITY 


1 To q the Friends of Freedom,” 
= 0 25 


* VARIETY of cilwenreerithbiip Wii taken 
- 2 place, some perhaps from malignant, but more 
from mistaken motives, of the circumstance 


of CITIZEN THELWALL'S withdrawing ] himself 


from the Popular Societies ; — the following 
explanation of the reasons for his conduct in 
|' © this particular, delivered on the last Lecture 
l Night of the former Season, and published i in 
the 15th number of the Tribune, is re · printed 
and distributed in the present form, for the 
purpose of still more extended circulation, and 

is recommended to the candid nnn 
f of ALL DPD CITIZENS. 
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the Societies, many instan 
from the same Work: 


of his sentiments of respect and admiration for 25 


Extract e hs TRIBUNE, No. 15. 
Pages 332, 333, and 334. 


ITIZENS, one of the first reflections that sug- 

gested itself to my mind from the late trials, 
and which was also confirmed by the judgment of 
all those on whose opinions I could rely, was this 
— that it was necessary to make my choice between 
two objects the Tribune, and politcal Asso- 
ciations. | 

When we consider the arts and machinations 
that were made use of to connect together upon 
the late trials, circumstances which had in reality 
no sort of connection whatever—that they endea - 
voured to hang Hardy tor sentiments which I was 
charged with * in my lectures, and priv- 
ate correspondence, and to hang me for the tran- 
sactions of Hardy at a time when I had no sort of 
connection with him or his society, it appeared to 
be important, both to my own safety and that of 
others, that I should give no crown lawyers an 
opportunity of involving. by legal sophistry, any 
political Association in the guilt, if guilt it may 
be called, of the sentiments that may be delivered 
from this place: I could not be ignorant that the 
more popular my exertions in the public cause 
might happen to make me- the more desirous 
those, who wish to suppress all truth and chain 
the public mind in ignorance would be for my de- 
struction. 

I know that Standing here, unconnected with 
any projects or associations, and adhering to the 
cause of truth, I stand upon a rock which they 
csnnot shake; and that all their attempts against 
it must only render it the more firm. The laws 
of my country are clearly and decidedly in my fa- 
vor; and honest) Juries shew an enlightened deter- 

5 mination 


5 


E 4-53 
mination not to be misled by the sophistry of crown 
lawyers, nor the inflammatory abuse of treasury 


scribblers and the garbled Reports of interested a- 
larmists. They will not violate those lawswhich 


they are impannclled to defend, to court the favour 
or shun the defamatory insults of a minister. 

I balanced therefore between the two pursuits. 
found a necessity either of relinquishing the 
popular societies, or of relinquishing this Tribune; 
and, upon serious examination, I thofight I per- 
ceived that my individual exertions could be more 
important to the cause of liberty in this place than 
in any society whatever. „ 

1 tnerefore quitted the societies, not from any 
desertion of the cause, not from any change of 
principle, not from any opinion that political so- 


cieties are dishonourable or unlawtul—I am con- 


vinced they are legal; I am convinced they are 
just; I am convinced that they are important; and 
that in many postures of society they are the only 
things that can save a nation from inevitable slav- 

ery and destruction. But considering the nece- 

ssity of putting a period to all their pretences * 
making ridiculous charges of High Treason, an 
conspiracy, and hashing up mock traitors, by the 
dozen in a dish, some of whom, as in the late cases, 
had never seen each others faces or heard of each 
other before, I found it necessary to cut the 
thread of connection between the Tribune and the 
popular Associations. I therefore withdrew my- 
self from them, and chose this as my only field 
of exertion in the cause of liberty: convinced that 
a bold, decided, and active mind, determined to 
Hursue the cause of virtue (and by virtue I mean 
e happiness and welfare of the human race) a 
1d trusting only to itself, and independent La 
the 
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the humours and sentiments of others; may in 
some circumstances of society, do more service 

to the cause of liberty and justice than can possi- 
bly be done by the same in Avid! 1al, -whea missed 
with other persons whose way ward pass ions may 
sometimes thwart his activity, and by whose im- 
prudences he may perhaps, by means of such 
complicated charges as have lately been brought 
forward, be sacrificed at the e altar of 
ministerial ambition. 

I will honestly confess to you, Citizens! that 
there is also another motive which has had some 
influence in determining my choice: for I ought 
to have no motive which I am ashamed to state to 
the public. If it is an honest motive; I despise 
the ridicule which dishonest knaves may throw 
upon it. If it is an improper motive, let it be» 
known, that its impropriety may be detected; and 
that I may be benefited by the animadversions of 
my fellow citizens. 

have a family to support; 1 family that per- 
haps may be growing continually upon me: one 
that I believe would have been larger by two in- 

dividuals at this time, if the cruel persecutions 
of the present Administration had not bowed down 
an aged mother to her grave, and murdered the 

infant struggling in the womb. 
Ilt was necessary then for me either tonbämden 

m a considerable degree, the public cause, or to 
seek some Way by which my personal interests 
could be united to the interest ofthe ane Such 
an union I believe is not dishonourable; and if 
know my owh heart (Which T will not be too 
sure that I do—tor it is certainly frequently too 
true © that the heart is deceitful to itself above 
all things“ but if I know my own heart, there 
js no motive can compel me to sacrifice the gen- 
eral to the particular feeling. Fea ISS 
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